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This is a term paper project assignment for groups of up to 3 students. We encourage team 
work, but solo projects (for good reason) are also acceptable. The good reason being for 
example that you already are writing/working on a solo paper on the suitable/related topic. 
     
Objective: Write a short empirical paper that is broadly related to the topics covered in this 
course. We expect a paper being around 25 pages including the references and tables. Write 
it in a proper (journal) article format.  
     
Pay attention at least to the following points:  
     
Research question: Be clear and define precisely what you aim to do. Why is it important and 
interesting? Does it make sense? We are ideally looking for original ideas/questions, not 
merely just a repetition.  
         
Literature: Collect and review the relevant papers. Position your paper with respect to prior 
literature. What is your (intended) contribution? 
         
Hypothesis: Develop your hypothesis and explain carefully the economics (reasoning) behind 
them. For example, is there a model/theory behind the predictions?  
         
Data: Describe your data in detail. Make data (if possible) and also code available together 
with your paper.       
     
Findings/expected findings: What did you find? What is the new thing we did not know 
before? How does your paper add our understanding of the topic you addressed. Are there 
some policy implications arising from your work? 
     
Grading: The grading will be on a scale of 0-5. See below. In order to pass the course, you 
should get at least grade 1, which you normally get with 40% of the points of the written 
closed book exam. Naturally, more original and novel ideas and great execution contribute 
towards higher grades.       
 
GSF Grading scale   
points or %      grade                  
86-100               5                         excellent 
70-85                 4                         very good 
60-69                 3                         good 
50-59                 2                         satisfactory 
40-49                 1                         sufficient 
0-39                   0                         fail  
                   
Term paper deadline: October 15, 2021. Please respect the deadline promptly. Papers 
should be returned directly to Professor Robinson via email, davidr@duke.edu  
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